· Jonathan Cohen 
· 31 Jan

To 'Mark Cohen' 

I know I said I wouldn't email again, but before you reply, I would also like to ask one favour, re-read my initial email.
I have never asked you to fund my wedding or honeymoon which is what you have suggested to Faye and Charlotte and no doubt everyone else. You sent me the attached email, which I naively thought meant you are planning to offer us a gesture. Maybe I was wrong to assume this, but that’s what parents normally do at some point. We are busy planning and paying for things. We don’t pay everything the day before the wedding, most of the costs are now. I know you are busy and I hate asking, but it was more of a prompt. I will quote from my email - "Any help would be much appreciated as we know we are more than likely going to be short. We are trying to make as much as we can - selling things inc silver, a few shares I hold etc". We are going to struggle to pay for the wedding, but we will just about make it, we are not relying on hand-outs. The reason we are doing it so quickly is because realistically, certain members or each of our families may not be around in another 18 months. As sad as that may, that is the nature of life. We would rather struggle paying for it and make sure they are there, then chance it and be able to comfortably pay for it.
What really upset me, is the fact you used the line "However, apart from this and being honest I have never planned to contribute towards any of my children’s property, weddings etc." You could have just said no, you could have not added that last paragraph in, it wasn't needed, but you still tried to justify it. I hope you can appreciate that part and accept maybe it was wrong. You could have said you have no money as we have just bought a house but here’s £50 for a few bottles of wine. It’s the gesture. You could have said, we can’t give you anything but how about not paying us back for 2 - 3 months, and extending the loan by that length to give you a breather. Etc Etc. If it was about money, I wouldn’t have paid towards the cottage for the girls, I wouldn’t be paying for Polly’s dress, and will not doubt pay for her transport and hotel room. 
I thought that had all been said and nothing further was going to be said but then you send the email chasing payment. I do not know what your intentions were, but there was no need to send it. I'm not sure if you really appreciate it, I would hope you do, but I am extremely smart and switched on. When it comes to finance and computers I know my stuff. You may deny it, but I know what you are doing. You are making sure you tick all the boxes in case I don’t pay you so if you needed to take it further you have all the proof. I know the game. Don't forget, you have always asked me to help when dealing with Faye. I am happy to play the game, which is what I am doing. None of my responses have had anger involved in them. If you have read my replies like that, then you have read them wrong. Try re-reading them with a wry smile on your face which will be closer to the way it is meant. 
I do not hate you, you are my father. I disagree with your views and as I have said before, you may not accept what I have to say, but it's what I feel. If we can never sort out our differences, hopefully you take a few things on board so the same thing doesn't happen with Faye, Charlotte and Polly.
 
No matter what the outcome of this is, we will still be sending you an invite. Do what you want with it. What is really upsetting as well is that Katie has been nothing but nice to you both, she has sang both yours and Sue's praise and it has really hurt her that you have deliberately involved her parents to try and cause a rift. Please do not insult me by trying to suggest otherwise, we all know that was your intention.
As I said before, the balls in your court now, your move.
 
