· Mark Cohen 
· 2 Feb

To  Jonathan Cohen 

Jonathan
 
I have taken a long time drafting and redrafting this response to you,  I am not sure if you really care or not, but here goes:

 

Firstly you say “Our disagreement”,  I am really sorry but I do not have a disagreement with you.

 

I received an email asking for a contribution towards your wedding and honeymoon as you had gone over budget, and you were not going to make any compromises. 

 

After giving this a great deal of thought I replied “No”, gave you my reasons, which I admit could have been worded slightly differently. But that apart it did not warrant your response(s) that were not only a personal attack on me, but were also hurtful and in parts abusive.  I am not sure what you thought they implied, but to me the hatred just poured out and once in writing this can never be undone. 

 

No matter what any of you say or think I have devoted a large part of the last 30 years being a father to you all. I do not need to write a list or justify myself.

 

I welcome your suggestion about meeting in the coming weeks, but I am still trying to rationalize what you have said and that you have discussed with others that I am a bad father.  It is with sorrow that I have to decline your offer to meet at the moment, I feel it would be inappropriate and would not solve your problem with me. Maybe with time you may feel different towards me, however no matter what you will always be my son even if in your mind I am not your real father.

 

Regarding the loan, please remember that you came to us and asked for this loan saying it was required to help you purchase your house. We agreed the terms and as you were my son we accepted the fact that you would pay us as agreed, we trusted you and did not ask you to sign anything – as far as we knew we had an agreement and you would pay us – as you were doing. 

 
Therefore you can either continue with the existing arrangement, which you suggested in the first place, and pay monthly into the bank as you have been doing, although anytime up until the end of the month is acceptable, or as an alternative suggestion and to save you money in the long term pay the outstanding balance within the next 60 days and we will refund the total interest paid to date making the loan interest free. 

 

This has made Sue physically ill and very upset; I in turn have tried to be reasonable and civil in all my responses to you.  But you really need to think long and hard now what you do next, as I said previously this is not a game there are really no winners or losers.

 

Dad 

