· Jonathan Cohen 
· 10 Feb

To 'Mark Cohen' 

Hi Dad,
This whole situation has been playing on my mind, especially as I have not had a reply you either accepting my comments, or discussing otherwise, I have re-read all the initial emails sent to you and decided to list anything that could be deemed as hurtful.
The below doesn't necessary require a response, take it more as closure for myself and to hopefully make you realise the reasoning behind my comments. I have not said the following to cause further arguments, but it is my feelings written down for you. You can chose to accept them, address them, or ignore them. 
My conclusions of what I believe you may have deemed as hurtful:
1. You have not contributed to life events
2. We are a hindrance to you
3. You care more about money than anything else
4. John taking your place at the wedding, being our true dad
5. You only visit us if it fits in with your plans or convenient
6. Lack of visiting Granddad in hospital
7. Callous and tight fisted
Points 1 and 6 - you have accepted you have never planned to give us anything and you hardly visited Granddad in hospital. These are facts and are/were your choices, they cannot be classed as hurtful by myself. 
Points 2 and 3 were statements of how your lack of input into our lives has made us feel. If you find these hurtful, maybe you should have been there more. I will cover off the financial aspects later, but this also includes things dad's should do with their kids. Granted you used to visit us once a week, come to school plays, pick us up, ring us most days. This all slowly faded away and I can count on 1 hand the things you have done for me in the last 18 years or so. A small list of things that parent may do, which doesn't cost much/anything:
 
- take their kids and watch them play sports
- take them to sports matches / concerts
- take them to the cinema / bowling / out for dinner
- teach them to ride a bike
- visit them at university
- visit them in their new homes
- help them with DIY when they move into new houses
- know about their education and take an interest
This brings us onto point 5. You have never been to visit our new house. We have been here 2 years, and a year in the flat before that. This has been caused by your lack of action. You have no constraints and could have visited anytime you wish. This is an observation which is the truth so again cannot be hurtful.
Point 4, can be deemed as hurtful, but John deserves all the credit I can give him. He has raised us like his own kids and been there all the time for us. He has been a true father figure to us and if you are hurt because I have said he is taking your place, then you are saying he does not deserve to be there, which I will not accept. No matter what you believe, and how hurtful you may find this, we had discussed the possible option of you and Sue not being on top table way before we even asked you for any contribution. This is pretty much due to all the points addressed here. 
Finally point 7 is probably the only one you can say is hurtful that has been my choice. However I believe I have been proven correct in these comments. Callous as demonstrated by including Katie's parents into the emails. You say you didn't even know their email let alone their names. You may have convinced yourself otherwise, but it is reassuring that I know the truth. If you still want to deny it, I would happily bet you the remaining sum we owe you that I can prove beyond reasonable doubt you know their names, that it was their email address and that you had an intention to send them the email. I would happy prove you wrong, and keep the remainder of the loan as a wedding present. Tight fisted as you have never provided us with anything financially, albeit the small child allowance.
Part of being a parent is the finances burden, hassle and arguments caused by your kids. Everyone I know, and no doubt you know, will confirm, being a parent is expensive. The fact you have stated that you never planned to give any of your children anything financially does suggest you find us as a hindrance in terms of money, i.e. you are happy for us to be here, but as long as it doesn't cost you anything. Everything you do in life costs money. It is not uncommon for parents to give their children the financial help towards the following, not massive amounts always, but the odd bit of cash:
 
-              Holidays
-              Treats
-              Day to day living whilst growing up
-              Birthday parties
-              Cars
-              Driving lessons
-              School trips
-              Houses
-              Moving
-              House warming presents
-              Weddings
-              Grandchildren being born
-              University
 
That list is not exhaustive but you get my point. You have taken us on two holidays (over 18 years ago) but you have not done anything else of the above. Yes you paid mum £125 for each of us, which never changed in all the time we were growing up. I always knew it was a small amount and only found out the exact amount recently. I'm sure most people would love it if their kids cost them £125 each a month! 
Make you own mind up about the above conclusions, and possibly forward it on people you have told that we have fallen out because you haven't funded our wedding and honeymoon (definitely not what was asked) and they can make up their own minds if they can see possibly why Faye, Charlotte and myself sometimes feel a little resentment towards you. 
As I have said, the above does not need a reply if you do not wish to, however it is my closure on everything that has been said in the past few weeks. One thing I would like however is for you to tell me what you actually meant when you stated that we will discuss finances for the wedding. Surely this cannot have meant you wanted me to tell you that we will be spending x amount and on what and can see why we possibly thought that you were going to offer us something? This is the last 'big' event in my life and I honestly thought, despite what a lot of people have said or say about you, that you would finally be happy to give us something. Is it so wrong for a child to think that their parents may give them some financial support at some point in their lives?
Jonathan
